
HQ via Course Credits
Do you have a major or 
equivalent (30 semester 
credits) in the subject for 

which HQ status is sought?

Flowchart A
Middle/High ClassesDo you have a current 

Hawaii teaching 
license**?

Are you teaching at 
the grade level(s) for 

which you are 
licensed?

Have you passed the 
PRAXIS II content 

knowledge exam(s) in the 
subject area for which HQ 

status is sought? 

 Hawaii Qualified*

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified*

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified*

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified*

HQ via Rubric
Do you have an “effective” 

or better teacher 
performance rating?

Have you completed the 
ESSA Rubric?

HQ via NBPTS
Do you hold current National 
Board Certification (except 

MC Generalist) in the subject 
for which HQ status is 

sought?

Yes

*Hawaii Qualified if all other requirements are met
**For information on licensure, testing requirements, and options visit www.htsb.org
***See ACCN Crosswalk for a course-by-course listing of acceptable content equivalency licenses
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Hawaii Department of Education
The Pathway to Earning the HQ Designation

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher. 

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher.

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher. 

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher.

If you need more information about HQ, visit the Educator Quality webpage at https://hidoeotm.org/eq

Do you have one of 
the following:

1) A current Hawaii 
teaching license in the 

subject area of your 
assignment(s) 

2) A current Hawaii 
teaching license in a 

content equivalency***
3)  A Hawaii issued 

Highly Qualified 
Teacher certificate in 

the subject area

  

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section.  

Hawaii Qualified*

Yes

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes

No



Flowchart B
Elementary Do you have a current Hawaii 

teaching license**?

Have you passed the 
appropriate PRAXIS II content 
knowledge exam for the grade 

levels you teach?
K-6 = Test 5001 or 5006

K-3 = Test 5024

Are you teaching at the grade 
level(s) for which you are 

licensed?

HQ via Rubric
Do you have an 

“effective” or better 
teacher performance 

rating? 

HQ via Course Credits
Not counting education credits, 

have you earned the equivalent of 
30 semester credits (100 level and 

above) from a regionally 
accredited college or university in 

the core subjects of the 
elementary curriculum: English/

LA, math, science, civics/
government, economics, 

geography, history and art?

Of the 30 semester credits are at least 
3 in English/LA; 3 in mathematics; 3 in 
science, and 3 in any combination of 

civics/government, economics, 
geography, or history?

HQ via NBPTS 
Do you hold current 

National Board 
Certification at the 

grade levels taught?

Have you completed 
the ESSA Rubric?Hawaii Qualified 

Elementary*

Submit evidence to EQ 
Section. 

Hawaii Qualified 
Elementary*

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. Hawaii 

Qualified Elementary*

*Hawaii Qualified if all other requirements are met
**For information on licensure, testing requirements, and options visit www.htsb.org ESSA HQT Handbook – July 2025
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Yes

Hawaii Department of Education
The Pathway to Earning the HQ Designation

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher.

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher.

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher.

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher.

If you need more information about HQ, visit the Educator Quality webpage at https://hidoeotm.org/eq

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified 
Elementary*

No

Do you have one of the 
following:

1)  A current Hawaii teaching 
license in Early Childhood 
Education or Elementary 

Education
(PK-K, PK-3, K-6)

2)  A Hawaii issued Highly 
Qualified Teacher certificate in 
Early Childhood Education or 

Elementary Education

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified 
Elementary*

Yes

No
No

Yes

No

YesYes



Flowchart C
Special Education – Middle/High School Classes

Do you have a current Hawaii 
special education teaching 

license**?

Are you teaching at the grade 
level(s) for which you are 

licensed?

Do you have one of the 
following:

1)  Passing score on the 
appropriate PRAXIS II content 

knowledge exam(s) in the 
subject area for which HQ 

status is sought
2)  A current Hawaii license in 

a content equivalency***
3)  A Hawaii issued Highly 

Qualified Teacher certificate in 
the subject area

 

HQ via Course Credits
Do you have a major or 
equivalent (30 semester 

hours) in the subject for which 
HQ status is sought?

HQ via Rubric
Do you have an “effective” 

or better teacher 
performance rating?

Have you completed the 
ESSA Rubric?

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified*

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified*

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified*

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. 

Hawaii Qualified*
*Hawaii Qualified if all other requirements are met
**For information on licensure, testing requirements, and options visit www.htsb.org 
***See ACCN Crosswalk for a course-by-course listing of acceptable content
    equivalency licenses
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HQ via NBPTS
Do you hold current National 
Board Certification (except 

MC Generalist) in the subject 
for which HQ status is 

sought?

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

Hawaii Department of Education
The Pathway to Earning the HQ Designation

Class is taught by a Non-Hawaii 
Qualified Teacher. 

No

Class is taught by a Non-Hawaii 
Qualified Teacher.

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher. 

Class is taught by a 
Non-Hawaii Qualified 

Teacher. 

If you need more information about HQ, visit the Educator Quality webpage at https://hidoeotm.org/eq

Do you team teach, sharing 
all of your students with 

an HQ teacher?

HQ designation NOT 
required if all other 

requirements are met.

Enter as Teacher 2 in SIS. 
 HQ designation NOT required.

Do you:
  1) Plan and deliver instruction
  2) Evaluate the performance    
of students
  3) Provide direct instruction

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes



Flowchart D
Special Education - Elementary 

Do you have a current Hawaii 
special education teaching 

license**?

Do you have one of the following:
1)  Passing score on the 

appropriate PRAXIS II content 
knowledge exam for the grade 

levels you teach
K-6 = Test 5001 or 5006

K-3 = Test 5024  
2)  A Hawaii issued Highly 

Qualified Teacher certificate in 
Early Childhood Education or 

Elementary Education

Are you teaching at the grade 
level(s) for which you are 

licensed?

HQ via Course Credits.
Not counting education credits, have you earned 
the equivalent of 30 semester credits (100 level 
and above) from a regionally accredited college 

or university in the core subjects of the 
elementary curriculum: English/LA, math, 
science, civics/government, economics, 

geography, history and art?

Of the 30 semester credits are at least 3 in 
English/LA; 3 in mathematics; 3 in science; and 

3 in any combination of civics/government, 
economics, geography, or history?

HQ via NBPTS 
Do you hold current 

National Board 
Certification at the 

grade levels taught?

Have you completed the 
ESSA Rubric?

Submit evidence to EQ 
Section. Hawaii Qualified 

SPED Elementary*
Submit evidence to EQ 

Section. Hawaii Qualified 
SPED Elementary*

Submit evidence to 
EQ Section. Hawaii 

Qualified SPED 
Elementary*

Submit evidence to EQ 
Section. Hawaii Qualified 

SPED Elementary*

*Hawaii Qualified if all other requirements are met
**For information on licensure, testing requirements, 
and options visit www.htsb.org ESSA HQT Handbook – July 2025 Doc. 1c - Page 4/4

Are you teaching special 
education students exclusively?

Use Flowchart B
Elementary Teachers

Hawaii Department of Education
The Pathway to Earning the HQ Designation

Class is taught by a Non-Hawaii 
Qualified Teacher.

Class is taught by a Non-Hawaii 
Qualified Teacher. 

Class is taught by a Non-Hawaii 
Qualified Teacher.

Class is taught by a Non-Hawaii 
Qualified Teacher.

If you need more information about HQ, visit the Educator Quality webpage at https://hidoeotm.org/eq

Do you:
1) Plan and deliver instruction

2) Evaluate the performance of students 
3) Provide direct instruction

Do you team teach, sharing all of 
your students with an HQ teacher?

HQ designation NOT required if all 
other requirements are met.

Enter as Teacher 2 in SIS.  HQ 
designation NOT required.

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No Yes

Yes

HQ via Rubric
Do you have an “effective” or 
better teacher performance 

rating?

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

No

NoNo


